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bill 

To amend certain iicts of the Parliament of 
Ireland relative to the Election of Members 
to serve m Parliament, and to regulate the 
Qualification of Persons entitled to vote at the 
Election of Knights of the Shire in Ireland. 



Note.-The Words primed in Italics are proposedTJ.^'il^ 
IQ the Committee. 
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AND whereas it is expedient to increase the amount of the qualifi- 
cation necessary to entitle Persons to vote at such Elections, and to 
amend the Laws now in force in Ireland, relating to the Registry of 
Freeholds; 31BCS it tfirttfott OEnactth, by The KING’s most Ex- 
cellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 5 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
Repeal ofso assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT from and after the 

McHenry 8. commencement of this Act, that part of the said Act of the thirty-third 

Qualifil-adon Henry the Eighth, hereinbefore recited, which relates to 

ofEiectors for the amount or value of the Freehold necessary to qualify persons to be lo 
Ireland. electors of Kiiights of the Shire to serve in Parliament for Counties in 
Ireland, shall be and the same is hereby Repealed. 



No Person to 

Election of 
Knight of the 
Shire unless 
he have a 
Freehold 
Estate of 
£. 10. a year. 



And be it Enacted, That from and after the commencement of this 
Act, no person shall be ad mitted to vote at any election of any Knight 
of the Shire to serve in tbe Parliament of the United Kingdom, for 
any county in Ireland, (save as hereinafter is provided) unless such 
person shall have an estate of Freehold in lands, tenements or heredi- 
taments in such county, of the clear yearly value of Ten pounds, at the 
least, over and above all charges, outgoings and incumbrances, except 
only Public or Parliamentary Taxes, County, Church or Parish Cesses 20 
or Rates, and Cesses onany Townland, Baronv, or Division of any 
Parish or Barony. 



Nor, unless « i , • n 1 rr.i 

such Free- And be it Enacted, That from and alter tbe commencement of this Act, 
^tw.^ayrar^ person shall be admitted to vote at any election of a Knight of the 
aecording*w Parliament of the United Kingdom for any county 

this Act. in Ireland, by virtue or in respect of any estate of Freehold of less 
annual value than Twenty pounds, unless such Freehold shall be regis- 
tered pursuant to the provisions of this Act, save only as hereinaUef 
provided. 



A Session for 
Registering 
Freeholds to 
be holden in 
each County, 
at such days 
and places as 
the Lord 
Lieutenant 
shall appoint. 



Notices of 
Session to he 
posted in 
Market 
Towns. 



And be it Enacted, That after the commencement of this Act, a Ses- 
sion for the purpose of registering Freeholds within this Act, shall be 30 
holden in and for each county in Ireland, by and before the Assistant 
Barrister of such county, on such days and at such places in each such 
county respectively, as the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor 
or Governors of Ireland, shall appoint ; and the Clerk of the Peace for 
each such county shall, Forty days at the least before the day so 35 
appointed for such county, cause to be posted, in each market town 
therein. Notices in the form specified in the first Schedule to this Act 
annexed, that such Session, for the purpose of registering Freeholds 
within this Act, will be holden on the days and at the places so appointed, 
and that applications for that purpose will be then and there taken into 
consideration. 
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Jj/S^ 



5 



10 



15 



And be it Enacted, That every person intending to register a 
freehold at any such Session, shall give to the clerk of the peace for the 
county, notice in writing of such intention Thirty clear days at the least 
before the day appointed for the holding of such Session, and shall in such 
notice state, according to the form prescribed in the Second Schedule to 
this Act annexed, his name and residence, the description of the lands 
tenements hereditaments or rent-charge in respect of which such 
application is to be made, and whether he intends to register such Free- 
hold at the annual sum of Fifty pounds, or of Twenty pounds or of 
Ten pounds ; and the clerk of the peace of each county shall enter all 
such notices, according to the order in which he shall receive them, in 
a list in the form specified in the Third Schedule to this Act annexed, 
and shall fifteen days at least before the day appointed for holding 
such Session, cause a copy of such list to be published in some news- 
paper printed in such county, or in case no newspaper shall be therein 
printed, then in some newspaper printed in any adjoining county. 



Notices to be 
given to Clerk 
of the Peace, 
of Applica- 
tions to Re- 
gister. 



Clerk of Peace 
to enter No- 
rices in a List, 
and publish 
such List in 
a Newspaper. 



And be it Enacted, That at each such Session the names of the per- Proceedings 
sons contained in such lists shall be severally called by the clerk of 
peace, and each person so called, who shall claim to register any Free- 
2Q hold, shall produce in open Court before such Assistant Barrister the 
deed, lease or instrument, by virtue of which such person shall claim 
such Freehold ; or in case he shall not claim by virtue of any deed, 
lease or instrument, then such person shall otherwise establish bis 
title to such Freehold, and such person shall also prove that a solvent 
25 and responsible tenant could afford to pay fairly and without collusion 
for the same, the annual sum of Fifty pounds, Twenty pounds, or Ten 
pounds, as the case may be, as an additional rent, over and above all 
charges as aforesaid, and over and above any rent to which the per- 
son so claiming may be liable in respect of the same. 



30 And be it Enacted, That such Assistant Barrister shall inspect and Assistant 
examine every deed, lease or instrument so produced, or otherwise inves- vMri*^te*th™' 
tigate the title so made, and shall determine whether the same is or is 
not sufficient to entitle the person claiming thereunder to a legal estate 
of Freehold, such as shall be so claimed, and shall also examine and 
35 inquire, as well by the oath of the person so claiming (which oath 
such Assistant Barrister is hereby empowered to administer) as by any 
evidence offered in support of or opposition to such claim, whether 
a solvent and responsible tenant could afford to pay fairly and without 
collusion, as an additional rent for such Freehold, the annual sum of 
40 Fifty pounds, Twenty pounds, or Ten pounds, as the case may be, over 
and above all such charges as aforesaid, and over and above any rent 
to which the person so claiming may be liable in respect of the same, 
and shall also inquire by any of the means aforesaid into the truth of 
the several particulars I'equired to be stated in the oath hereinalterpre 
74. scribed 
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title of the person nnder^whotn such Freehold shall be clahned, if such 
Assistant Barrister shall see reason to doubt such title. 

And be it Enacted, That if it shall appear to such Assistant 
a„|ster that the person so claiming is entitled to register such 5 
leeho Id at the annual sum, within the meaning of this Act, at which 
he shall claim to register the same, such Assistant Barrister shall and 
may so adjudge, and in such case the person so adjudged entitled 
sha I. instead of the oath or oaths, affirmation or affirluol „ “ by 

arrister the Oath mentioned ,n the Fourth Schedule to this Act 

value 01 0 , yh*«ry „ot arising from a rent- 

eiarge, and where the same shall arise from a rent-charge, then the 
Oath prescribed in the Fifth Schedule to this Act aitn^ed, and >5 

tere the same shall he of the value of Ten poa„& then the Oath 

prescnhed in the Sixth Schedule to this Act annexed, which several oaths 
auch Assistant Barrister is hereby authorized to administer. 

c. 29.S.41. Enacted, That the clerk of the nearp ti 

c„a„.ss, instead Of the certificate of registry by law repaired, deliver toThe 'ab 

person so adjudged to be entitled (if he shall demand the same) a cer 
tlficate, signed by such Assistant Barrister, and by snch clerk of the 
peace, stating that such person has duly registered a Freehold in the 
county withm which the same shall be sitnate, at the annual sum so 
r h iT , ™iliag tlie oath of such person on which such , - 

Freehold has been registered, which certificate shall be of equal authen 
ticity with the original oath thereby certified in case of the loss or de 

rr“h1rf “'b due registry of 

the Freehold therein mentioned. ° ^ 

59 Geo. 3. A j I • 

c. 59. S.2. And be it Enacted, That every such oath <hs.ii j i i 

Silf “ open court by the clerk of the peace, and shall be signed byTbe 

. 11 . cik. Assistant Barrister before whom the same shall be taken, and shaU be 
by him delivered to the clerk of the peace to be fded and kept amongst 
the records of the count,; and such Assistant Barrister is hereby 
required to take care that such oath shall be agreeable to the fom 
ereby prescribed; and no objection 'n point of form shall at any time 
thereafter be allowed to any such Oath, when so sighed. ^ 

bo « Enacted, That in case it shall appear to such Assistant 
‘bat the person claiming to register a Freehold is not entitled 

SSf ‘ ° '"bich he seeks so to register 

either in consequence of any objection to the deed, lease or instrnmen't 
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ao produced by him, or of the want of a legal estate of Freehold, or in 
consequence of any defect in the title to such Freehold, or of ’insuf- 
ficiency within this Act, in the annual value of the Freehold claimed, or 
in consequence of any objection relative to any of the matters to’ be 
5 stated in tlie oath hereby required to be taken for registering such Free- 
hold, or of any other objection in point of law, such Assistant Barrister 
shall refuse to permit such person to register such Freehold, and shall in 
that case make an order adjudging such person not to be entitled to 
register such Freehold ; and where any such order shall be founded upon 
10 insufliciency of value within this Act, such order shall state such insuf- 
ficiency as the ground of such order, or otherwise shall set forth the 
objection by reason whereof such person is adjudged to be not entitled 
so to register such Freehold ; and where such order shall be made, such 
Freehold shall not be deemed duly registered within this Act. 

,5 And be It Enacted. That such order shall be without prejudice to surh Order 
any future application to register such Freehold, which the person 
claiming the same shall think fit to make at any subsequent General Ap^i- 
or Quarter Sessions of the Peace, as hereinafter authorized, provided 
such future application be made conformably to this Act. 

20 Provided always, and be it Enacted. That if any person against If ordsr 
whose claim any such order shall be made on the ground of insufficiency 
of value, shall deem himself aggrieved thereby, it shall and may be 
lawful for such person upon the pronouncing or makiiiu of such order wquire ^ 
to require lhat a jury shall be forthwith sworn to Try whether the 
25 Freehold claimed by such person is of the annual value within the 
meaning of this Act, at which he seeks 10 register the same ; and there- 
upon the sheriff or other proper officer shall forlhwilh return the 
names of Thirty-six properly qualified persons to serve on such jury, 
and the names of the persons so returned shall be written on separate 
30 pieces of paper by the clerk of the peace, and by him shaken together 
in a box, and the first Tweke persons whose names shall be drawn out 
by the clerk of the peace, and whose attendance can be obtained, and 
who shall not be disqualified, or on some just and reasonable cause 
excused from serving as jurors, shall be the juiy to try as afore- 
3j said, and shall take the oath prescribed by the Seventh Schedule 
to this Act annexed ; and the Assistant Barrister and thejury so sworn 
shall proceed to try whether the Freehold so claimed is of the annual 
value within the meaning of this Act. at which the person claiming the 
same seeks to register such Freehold ; and if such jury shall give a“vcr- 
,,,, dictm favour of die claim to register, and the Assistant Barrister shall “Sovja"* 
consider such claim to be in other respects well founded, the order so fwow of 
complained of shall be thereby void and of none effect, and such pro- 
ceedings shall be had, such oath shall be taken, such proceedings had, and 
such Freehold registered, in like manner to all intents and purposes os if 
B 
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tile prder so complained of had been in favour of the person so claiming 
a rigid to register. 

Where Re- Apd be it Enacted, That where apy person, against wiiose claim 
InaTy^o^h'er^ register any Freehold any order shall be made by any Assistant 
Ciaimantmay on any Other ground than insufficiency of value, shall con- 5 

appeal to sidcf bimself aggrieved by such order, it shall and may be lawful for 

Assf/e. sMch perspn to appeal from such order to tlie Judge of Assize at the 

ne?t Assjzes for the county, who shall have power, on motion, to review 
su h order, and either to affirm or reverse the same, as shall be fit ; and 
in case such order shall on such appeal he reversed, the person so lo 
appealing shall be deemed to have registered such Freehold at the time 
lyhen he originally applied for that purpose, upon taking, before such 
Judge, the oath hereby required ; and the clerk of the peace shall upon 
the production of such order of reversal, register such Freehold, and the 
Asjsistant Barrister and clerk of the peace shall sign a certificate thereof, 
and the same shall be delivered in like manner as should or might have 
lieen done in case an order for such registry had been origmaily made 
by the Assistant Barrister whose order shall be so reversed. 

Freeholds And be it Enacted, That after the termination of the Session hereby 

t«e^d'^^tQuar- directed to be first holden in any county in Ireland for the registering of 20 
afterTh^fint freeholds, it shall and may be lawful for any person desiring to register 
&ssiwi un^er a Freehold in such county, to register the same at any General or 
Quarter Sessions of the peace, to be holden for such county, upon giving 
to the clerk of the peace a notice of his intention so to do, in the form 
hereinbefore provided clear days at the least before the 2.5 

day appointed for the holding of such General or Quarter Sessions in 
the division wherein such Freehold shall be situate ; and the clerk 
of the peace shall in each such case proceed in all respects in the 
same manner as hereinbefore prescribed with relation to applications 
for registering Freeholds at the first Session for that purpose hereby 30 
directed ; and the Assistant Barrister of such CQunty is hereby autho- 
rized and required to hear and determine such application at such 
General or Quarter Sessions, in the same manner in all respects 
as is hereinbefore provided with respect to applications to register 
Freeholds at the Session for that purpose to be first holdeu under this 35 
Act; and thereupon the same proceedings shall and may be bad, the 
like orders made, the like oaths taken, the like certificates granted, 
the like rights and powers of appeal enjoyed and exercised, and the 
like rules, regulations, enactments, matters and things observed per- 
formed and followed, as if such applioation had been made at the first 40 
Session for registering Freeholds directed to be held under this Act. 

siierifFanct And be it Enacted, That the shmff of each county in Ireland or 
Peace to at-' his und«’ ^leriff, and also the clerk of the peace for each such county 

or 
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or his deputy, shall and each of them U hereby required to attend at tend at all 
every Session for registering Freeholds to be hddeii in his county under 
this Acti and in case any sheriff or under sheriff, clerk of the peace or 
his deputy, shall neglect or refuse so to do, he shall forfeit the sum of 
5 pounds, to be recovered in the manner directed by the said Act 

passed in the thirty-fifth year of the reign of King George the Third. 

And be it Enacted, That no person who shall before the passing person* who 
of this Act have duly registered a Freehold so as to enable him to vote 
at any such election as aforesaid, according to the laws now in force 

• T 1 J 1 . . liable to Fe« 

10 in Ireland, and who shall in pursuance of this Act again register a on new Re- 
Freehold, shall, upon such registry within this Act, be liable to the pay- 
ment of any fee whatever for or in respect of such new registry. 

And be it Enacted, That the clerk of the peace shall be entitled Fee to Clerk 
to demand and have from every person claiming to register a Freehold oti«rpei»on*. 

15 under this Act, save as hereinbefore excepted, the sum of One shilling 
and no more. 

And be it Enacted, That in every case where any Oath is by Quakers or 
this Act required to be taken, every person being a Quaker or Mora- 
vian, shall and may make Affirmation in the form prescribed hereby 
20 for each such oath respectively ; and that all provisions herein con- 
tained relative to any oath shall respectively extend and apply to 
every such affirmation. 

And be it Enacted, That if any person shall, in any oath or affirma- Perjury, 
tion to be taken under this Ac^, wilfully and corruptly swear or affirm 
25 falsely, such person shall be deemed guilty of Perjuryy and be liable to the 
same pains, penalties, and punishments as any person is now liable to 
for wilful and corrupt perjury. 

And be it Enacted, That if any person shall forge or counterfeit the Forgery of 
signature of any Assistant Barrister or clerk of the peace to any certi- oadi!'”'* 

30 ficate, or any instrument or writing purporting to be a certificate within 
this Act, or the signature of any person to any oath or affirmation, 
within ibis Act ; or shall knowingly utter or publish as true and genuine 
any such forged or counterfeited certificate, instrument, writing, oath or 
affirmation, every person so offending shall be deemed guilty of Felony, 

35 shall be liable, at the discretion of the court before which he shall be 
tried, to be transported beyond the seas for the term of Seven years, or 
to be imprisoned, with or without bard labour, for any term not exceed- 
ing Three years. 

And be it Enacted, That if any person shall refuse to be sworn, or penalty on 
to ^ve evidence before any Assistant ^rrister or jury, upon the inves- fus'^i^g'^^re 

ligation Evidence. 
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Senion en- 
titltil to TOte 
immediately ; 



46Geo. 3.C.59. 
other persons 
after Six 
Months from 
Registry. 



£.50FreehoJd- 

gisler under 
this Act, or 
in the Law 
Courts. 



Duties of 
Clerk of the 
Peace same as 
in former 
Acts, except 
as hereby al- 
tered. 



Former En- 
actments in 

hereby alter- 
ed. 



County of 
Dublin. 
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tJgation of any such claim as aforesaid, without sufficient lawful excuse 
to be allowed by such Assistant Barrister, it shall and may be lawful 
for such Assistant Barrister to order such person to pay a fine, not 
exceeding Ten Pounds, to be applied to the use of the county 
infirmary, or such charitable institution, as the Assistant Barrister shall 5 
think fit, or in default thereof to commit such person to the gaol of 
the county for any term not exceeding calendar months. 

And be it Enacted, That every person who shall duly register a 
Freehold within this Act at the first Session hereinbefore mentioned, 
shall be thereupon forthwith entitled to vote at any election to be held 10 
in and for the county for which such Freehold shall be registered ; and 
that any person who shall at any time after such first Session duly 
register a Freehold according to the provisions of this Act, shall be 
entitled to vote at any election to be held by virtue of any writ tested 
iS/A’ calendar months at the least after such registry ; or in case such ^5 
Freehold shall have come to such person by descent, settlement, devise 
or marriage, then at any election to be holden at any time after such 
registry. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any 
Freeholder who may be entitled by law to register a Freehold in any 20 
county in Ireland of the annual value of F^ty pounds, and who shall 
not before the passing of this Act have registered such Freehold, to 
register such Freehold either under this Act, or in any of the Superior 
Law Courts of Record in Dublin in manner now by law authorized. 

And Ije it Enacted, That in case of any registry of a Freehold 25 
within this Act, the clerk of the peace for each county in Ireland shall 
keep the like books, make the like returns, and discharge and execute 
all other the like duties matters and things as he is now by law 
authorized, entitled or required to do, with respect to the registry of 
Freeholds in such county, save so far as is otherwise ordained by this 30 
Act ; and that all matters and things now by law authorized or required 
for the due registration of such Freeholds, shall be in all respects done, 
performed, observed and fulfilled, and all provisions, penalties, rules, 
orders, regulations and conditions relating to the registration of such 
Freeholds, and contained in any Act or Acts now in force, shall be 35 
used, applied and enforced with respect to, and .shall be construed to 
extend to all Freeholds to be registered under this Act, as if the same 
had been herein enacted, save so far as is hereby otherwise provided. 

And be it Enacted, That in the county of Dublin, all Freeholds 
to be registered under this Act, shall be registered before the Chair- 40 
man of the Sessions for that county, in the same manner, in all 
respects, as before the Assistant Barrister in any other county ; and such 

Chairman 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






Chairman shall have, exercise, perform and discharge every power 
jurisdiction, right, authority, duty and function hereby vested in or 
given to any such Assistant Barrister ; and in any case where an appeal 
IS hereby allowed from the order of an Assistant Barrister to the Judge 
5 of Assize, the Itke power of appeal from any order of such chairman 
shall and may, in the case of any Freehold in the county of Dublin be 
exercised and enjoyed to any of His M ajesty’s Superior Law Courts of 
Record in Dublin ; and the Court to which any such appeal shall be 
™de, shall proceed with respect thereto in the same manner as any 
to Judge of Assize is hereby authorized or required to proceed. 



And be It Enacted, That every enactment herein contained relative tofSa™' 
to any Assistant Barrister or Judge of Assize, shall in the county of p A^istant 
Dublin respectively extend and apply to the Chairman of the Sessions wapX’to*"'' 
of that county, and to His Majesty's Superior Law Courts of Record. 

the county 

,5 Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act 

contained shall extend or be construed to extend to alter or in any qualification 
manner affect the qualification now by law required to entitle any per- Sg^r. 
son to vote at any Election by virtue of any rent-charge. 

And be it Enacted, That the expenses of printing the notices, Expenses of 
20 and of the advertisements hereby directed, shall be defrayed by the 
clerk of the peace in each county respectively; and the Grand Jury 
of each such county, or the term Grand Jury for the county of Dublin, 
as the case may be, shall and may and they are hereby respectively 
required, at the next Assizes or presenting Term after such notices and 
25 advertisements, to present, to be levied off their respective counties in 
the same manner as other suras are authorized to be presented by such 
Grand Juries, all such sums as shall have been necessarily disbursed by 
such clerks of the peace respectively, which sums shall be paid to such 
clerks of the peace. 



30 And be it Enacted, That when the Session herein directed to be first Notice of 

holden for the purpose of registering Freeholds shall have terminated in 
any county, the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors 
of Ireland, shall cause notice thereof to be inserted in the Dublin 
Gazette ; and that in case of a vacancy in the representation of any 
35 such county in this present Parliament, before the publication of such 
notice of the termination of the Session for such county, no writ shall 
issue for the holding of an election of a Knight of the Shire for such 
county, until after the publication of such notice. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That if after the commence- 
ment of this Act, and before the publication of such notice of the Dissolution of 
termination of the said first Session in any county in Ireland, any oid*Fre^"^’ 

C Election JSir 
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Notice h»s Election shall take place in pursuance of any writ issued for the Elec- 
tion of Members to serve in any new Parliament for such Coumy, 
every person who would have been entitled to vote at any such elec- 
tion, in case this Act had not been made, shall be entitled to vote at 
the Election to be holden in pursuance of any such writ ; any thing in 5 

this Act contained notwithstanding. 

Not to take And be it Enacted, That nothing in this Act contained shall be 
q'S^ifiMtion.’ deemed or construed to authorize any person now by law disqualified 
from voting at any election, to vote at any such election. 



Commence- 
ment of Act. 



And be it Enacted, That this Act shall commence from and after 
the next. 



Act may be And be it further Enacted, That tliis Act may be amended, altered, 
amended. repealed by any Act or Acts to be passed in this present Session of 

Parliament. 



SCHEDULES 
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SCHEDULES referred to in this ACT. 



SCHEDULE I. 



Form of Notice of holding the first Session for registering Freeholds 
under this Act. 

County"! 

of / NOTICE is hereby given, That a Session for the purpose of 
registering F reeholds in and for the said county, pursuant to an Act 
passed in the Tenth year of the reign of King George the Fourth will be 
holden on the day of next, at in the said 

county, before the Assistant Barrister, at which time and place applica- 
tions to register Freeholds will be taken into consideration. 

Dated this day of 

G. Clerk of the peace for the said County. 



SCHEDULE II. 



Form of Notice to be given to the Clerk of the Peace, of Applications to 
register Freeholds. 

TAKE Notice, That it is my intention to apply to register a Freehold, 
in the county of the particulars whereof are as 
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Name and Residence 
of Applicant 


Description of 
Freehold. 


Tenure. 


what Title. | 


Yearly Value 
to be registered. 














